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New teen center makes progress

By Emily Micucci, emicucci@sentinelandenterprise.com

Posted: 06/22/2011 06:37:47 AM EDT


LEOMINSTER -- Workers are apparently making quick progress on the construction of a new teen center and renovation of existing space at the Boys & Girls Club of North Central Massachusetts on Lindell Avenue. 

The foundation and partial walls of the new Bruce D. Lawrence Teen Center -- named for a deceased member of the club's board of directors -- were already being admired at the official groundbreaking ceremony at 3 p.m. Tuesday. 

"They're working at warp speed this year," said Executive Director Donata Martin. "I could almost have a ribbon-cutting." Martin said although construction has been under way since March, Boys & Girls Club officials wanted to formally introduce the project at a groundbreaking on the club's front lawn. 

Leominster Mayor Dean Mazzarella, Fitchburg Mayor Lisa Wong and state Rep. Stephen DiNatale were among the officials that participated in the ceremonial first dig. 

Boys & Girls Club Chairman M. Marcus Moran, Youth of the Year Vesna Kea, and Kim Ansin, chairwoman of the Boys & Girls Club North Central Massachusetts Campaign for Kids, also participated. 

Mazzarella said it's remarkable how far the Boys & Girls Club -- which serves children from Fitchburg and Leominster with its after-school and summer programs -- has come since its early days operating from the Veterans Center on West Street. A second location on the Fitchburg State University campus served Fitchburg students. 

The club moved to its current location, the former Julie Country Day School, in 2008, and the board of directors voted to purchase it in August. "We all had visions of what might happen, but never this," Mazzarella said, and later added that the renovation and construction are "beyond my wildest dreams." 

In addition to the new teen center, which includes a sound-proof music studio, cafe and kitchen, the renovation will update classrooms and science labs and create new recreation space, and new heating and electrical systems will be installed. The project will add about 4,000 square feet to the 34,000-square-foot building. The teen center should be finished by December, while the overall project is estimated to last two years, according to Martin. 

According to Ansin, total costs have not yet been determined. Renovation and construction costs are being covered by significant gifts, but she's heading up fundraising to pay to furnish the building through the Campaign for Kids. The fundraising goal is $10 million. Ansin encouraged people to be generous when they're asked by volunteers to contribute in the coming months. Those interested in contributing should make checks payable to the Boys & Girls Club of North Central Massachusetts, 365 Lindell Ave., Leominster, MA 01453
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Vesna Kea, the Boys & Girls Club of North Central Massachusetts' Youth of the Year, speaks during the official groundbreaking for the renovation and construction of the club in Leominster Tuesday afternoon. Behind Kea is Marcus Moran Jr., chairman of the board of directors. 
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