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The play’s the thing for all in Youth Theatre Program
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The Boys & Girls Club of Central Massachusetts’ Youth Theatre Program will present “Beauty and the Beast Jr.”   

 June 2 at the club. Above, program members pose during a break in rehearsal.

 (AMANDA ROBERGE)
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LEOMINSTER —  The Boys and Girls Club of North Central Massachusetts is about to undergo a transformation.  The club will become a stage as the Youth Theatre Program, led by Director Kristi Iannacone, presents “Beauty and the Beast Jr.” at 6:30 p.m. June 2 at the club, 365 Lindell Ave., for one show only.  Tickets are $5 and children younger than 5 are admitted free. 

“The kids are not all part of the Boys & Girls Club, but we do hold our practices here,” Ms. Iannacone said from one of the group’s final weekly practices before the show. “We sent home a flier with all of the kids in the public school system inviting any interested kids to join.” 

The result is a cast of about 24 kids ranging from 6 to 13, some fresh out of kindergarten and others seasoned stage veterans. 
Among those youngsters is Caroline Raymond, who will play the role of Belle. The 13-year-old Sky View Middle School student has been hamming it up for as long as she can remember, participating in neighborhood shows since as far back as 4 or 5 years old.  But even with all of this theater experience, she is a big fan of her current director. “(Kristi) is fun to do shows with,” she said. “I like her a lot.” 

Shea Divoll, a 7-year-old first-grader from Westminster who is playing the part of Cogsworth (the clock, for those not familiar), couldn’t agree more. “We have fun,” he added. 

What’s remarkable is that among the performers, there is a sense of excitement and a distinct lack of nerves, perhaps owing to the familiar vibe among castmates. 

“I’ve never gotten nervous,” said Caroline. “I don’t get nervous, either,” added Shea. 

The open-door policy is one of the most important aspects of Ms. Iannacone’s theatre program, which she has been offering for a number of years. 

“That’s what I like most about the program,” she said. “It gives every kid a chance to at least try it out, and see if they enjoy being on stage and involved in a production.” 


