[image: image1.png]



Wednesday, June 22, 2011
Boys & Girls Club project breaks ground in Leominster

By Karen Nugent TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF
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LEOMINSTER —  Yesterday's golden first day of summer was the perfect setting to announce a $10 million expansion project for the Boys & Girls Club of North Central Massachusetts — a project that, along with a new teen center building, will include new summer and after-school programs. 

Ground was broken yesterday afternoon at 365 Lindell Ave., the site of the former Julie Country Day School, beside the Doyle Conservation Center. 

Executive Director Donata J. Martin said although approximately half of the $10 million has been raised, there is enough to cover construction costs. The new building and the renovation of the old school are expected to be completed in 2013. 

New programs such as a life skills center — “We are going to have a washer and a dryer so we can teach children how to wash, dry, and fold clothes,” Ms. Martin said with a smile — will be incorporated, along with cooking, nutrition, and science classes and a career exploration center. 

“We want to expose children to all kinds of careers in arts, sciences, as well as leadership and civic engagement,” Ms. Martin said. 

Kim Ansin, chairwoman of the club's “Campaign for Kids,” said an aggressive fundraising drive will begin in the fall to obtain money for furnishings, staff, programs and equipment. Two large donations, she said, covered construction costs. 

“Our real goal is that no child is to be turned away,” Ms. Ansin said after the ceremony. 

Speakers included Mayors Dean J. Mazzarella of Leominster and Lisa A. Wong of Fitchburg; state Rep. Stephen L. DiNatale, D-Fitchburg, and Vesna Kea, the Boys & Girls Club's Youth of the Year. 

Vesna, who has been a member and a volunteer since 2004, said the Boys & Girls Club has made him realize that he is a role model for his younger peers. 

